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Dolly and Erie Swaldi, of Mount Carmel are wrapping up ceram-
ics for customers Saturday evening at the Bloomsburg Fair. They
own Dolly and Emie Ceramics, based out of Kulpmont. They've
operated the business since 1993, and this is their fourth year
at the Fair. “The business has been better than other years so
far,” said Dolly. “l think it's the weather.”
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vendors despite economy, gas prices
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BLOOMSBURG — Witha

failing economy and high gas
prices, many people are opt-
ing to stick closer to home for
activities. With the Blooms-
burg Fair kicking off on Sat-
urday, several local residents
with food stands at the Fair
have noticed the trend.

“Less people are going on
long distance trips and have
less money in their pockets,”
theorized Larry Rompallo, of
Kulpmont, one of the owner’s
of Larry’s Crabby Seafood,
located on Fifth Street and D
Avenue for the week of the
Bloomsburg Fair.

“They’re taking ‘stay-cat-

ions’ instead of vacations,”

~added his wife, Donna, the

other owner of the food stand.
John Koschoff, of Mount
Carmel, and owner of Frank’s

. Famous Foods located on 11th

Street for the week of the fair,
was worried that the economy
and gas prices were going to
have an affect on the business.
“But it’s as busy as any oth-
er vear,” he observed, also
stating that he thinks that
people are reluctant to go on
vacations and would rather
travel shorter distances. ;
. “It’s a less expensive form
of entertainment,” said Kos-
choff. “There’s free food and
good food. If makes local
events more popular.”
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